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INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH FINDING AID
1. Read the Introduction and Series Description for a summary overview of the collection.

2. Consult the Appendix to the Series Description to determine which aerial photograph series
are relevant to your research interest.

3. Turn to the paired flight line tables and flight line maps for the relevant series. The flight line
tables contain basic information on each flight line in the series, as well as an inventory of the
photographs in the series and other details. The accompanying maps show locations of the
centers of all photographs, along with photograph numbers and a representation of the area
covered by a single photograph.

4. Use the tables and maps to determine which photographs show the area of interest to you.
5. Finally, tum to the Container List. Identify the boxes and/or folders containing the

photographs you want to see. Enter the box and folder numbers, followed by the photograph
numbers, on a Records Request (AH-13) and turn it in at the Circulation counter.
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

INTRODUCTION

The Hawaii State Archives’ aerial photographs were received in about 1973 as part of the
records from the Land Study Bureau, shortly before that agency was disestablished. The aerial
photographs were subsequently incorporated into the Archives’ Photograph Collection whilst the
provenance of the remainder of the Land Study Bureau records was respected and they were
arranged and described as an entity with their own finding aid and container list.

The aerial photographs date from 1939 to 1970 and are organized by photographic series
based on date and geographic coverage. There are normally two sets of photographs within each
series: a “standard” (9% x 9% inch, 9% inch x 10 inch or 10 x 10 inch) set which provides
complete stereo coverage of an island and a set of enlargements (ranging from 14 x 14 inches
through 27 x 28 inches). The second set usually consists of approximately every other image in
sequence, sufficient to provide complete coverage but not complete stereo coverage. Many of
the photographs have black or colored lettering and linework, either directly on the photograph or
on pieces of attached masking tape, which was applied during use of the photographs to develop
the publications and maps of the Land Study Bureau. For most series of photographs there is
either an oversize map or blueprint with a flight line index or an oversize photomosaic showing
image numbers which were created to identify the specific photographs that cover any particular
area.

On the following pages are a standard archival series description and records container
list for the aerial photographs, supplemented with paired Flight Line Maps and Flight Line
Tables for each series of photographs. Arranged alphabetically by island and thereunder
chronologically by series, the maps and tables provide summary information about each series.
These tables and maps contain sufficient detail to permit identification of photographs relevant to
a researcher’s area of study without resort to the oversize flight line indices or photomosaics.

Access 1s unrestricted.

A. Hoof
7/2005



PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTION
RECORD SERIES DESCRIPTION
Series Number: PPA  Series Title: Aerial Photographs
Date Range: 1939-1970.

Quantity: 56.92 linear/cubic feet in 53 5-inch boxes, 12 24-inch drop-front boxes and 12
map folders in four map case drawers, including four folders of flight line maps
and photomosaics.

Creator; Collected or created by the Land Study Bureau.

Physical Characteristics/Condition: Photoprints ranging in size from 6% x 8% inches through
28 x 28 inches in good condition. Some photos have lettering and linework in ink, pencil and/or
crayon; some are faded and discolored from having been poorly fixed during processing; a few
are frayed or torn. Includes oversize topographic maps overlaid with flight line indices, which
are occasionally inaccurate, and photomosaics.

Content Description: Consists of vertical aerial photography of various scales used by the Land
Study Bureau to prepare thematic maps, e.g., soil maps. This series is valuable for the graphic
information it provides on subjects such as land use and urban development.

Arrangement: The photos are arranged alphabetically by island, thereunder by mission series
and date, e.g., Molokai, EKO, 1964-1966, and thereunder by photo number. They are sub-
divided into sets by size: standard (6% x 8%, 9x 9, 9% x 9%, 9% x 9%, 9% x 10 and 10 x 10
inches) and enlargement (10 x 14, 14 x 14, 20% x 20%, 27 x 27, 27 x 28, 28 or 28 inches). See
the appendix for a summary inventory.

Notes:

I. With the main exception of Oahu, R. M. Towill, 1969-1970, the standard size set of photos in
a series is usually a complete numerical sequence and provides complete stereoscopic coverage.
The enlargements of a series usually contain approximately every other photograph in each flight
line sequence. This provides complete visual coverage but not stereoscopic coverage.

2. This description is supplemented by tables and maps which provide detailed flight line and
photo information, including location. Scale of photos varies with elevation and aircraft altitude.
The scales cited in the tables are at sea level.

3. The negatives of this photography are not in the Archives. For a few photos, thereare 4 x 5
inch copy negatives in file; the negative number is written on the back of the photo.

Access: Access is unrestricted.
Appendix: Summary Inventory of Aerial Photograph Series.

Prepared by: A. Hoof Date Completed: November 4, 2005
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Hawaii

Kahoolawe

Kauai

Lanai

Maui

Molokai

Niihau

QOahu

Series

V-VJ]-61
GS-VXJ
EKL

V-Vi-61

GS-MF
GS-vX]
EKP

GS-MY
EKQ

GS-MF
EKN

USGS
EKO

V-VI]-61
EKR

US Army Air Corps
DACE

Aero Photo Surveys
EKM

GS-VXJ

R.M. Towill

Appendix to Record Series Description

Dates
1954

1961
1964-1965

1954
1950-1951
1959-1960
1965

1952
1965

1950-1951
1965-1966

1950
1964-1966

1954
1965

1939-1941

1951-1952, 1954

ca. 1955

1962-1963, 1965

1968
1969-1970
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH SERIES

Sizes Available

Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements
Standard only

Standard and enlargements

Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements

Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements

Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements

Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements

Standard and enlargements
Standard only

Standard and enlargements
Standard and enlargements
Standard only
Standard only
Standard and enlargements
Standard only



FLIGHT LINE TABLES

FLIGHT LINE MAPS
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